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Abstract

This paper investigates the claim that demonstrations are a ritual
activity in modern societies in general and in Tunisian post-
revolutionary society, in particular. This claim is based on the framing
nature of action(s) and discourse(s) in demonstrations. The slogans
(oral and/or written) are the result of many cognitive faculties such as
blending, metaphoric conceptualization, and embodiment. The
analysis is based on data from the uprising in Tunisia that occurred
during December 2010 and January 2011 and continued after on many
occasions, in a variety of forms and places. The study progresses by
presenting an overview of demonstrations as an organizational frame
and investigating the different facets of the discursive components:
demonstrations as rituals; blending, metaphor, and embodiment as
cognitive tools in slogans elaboration, and finally by investigating the
different facets of slogans as collective speech acts where the focus is
on the popular “Dégage” formula.
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