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Abstract

It has been recently largely claimed that the Arabic language has descended
from the Aramaic/Syriac language and that the Quran can only be understood
or interpreted through this language. An unknown person with the pseudonym
Christoph Luxenberg has formulated this kind of discourse in a book, which
gave rise to huge debates in some channels and websites due to its
controversial nature. One of those who have been influenced by these ideas
is the Saudi Lu’ay Al Sharif whose ideas have further intensified the debate
in the Arabian Golf and elsewhere in the Arab World.

Prior to this, it had been held that the Arabic grammar is based on the
Aristotelian logic, that it is influenced by the Syriac grammar and that Arabs
have taken their diacritical and vocalization systems from Syriac. The source
of this point of view can be traced to the German orientalist Adalbert Merx
(1838-1909). His point of view was later adopted by the Lebanese Anis Freiha
who developed it in some of his writings.

Even if these views, except for Merx' stand point, are not scientific based, i.e.,
they are not based on any credible methodological frameworks, they have
found their place in some non-scientific environments. The fact that most
Arabic universities have neglected studies relating to Semitic languages, their



literatures and the history of people who used these languages, has greatly
contributed to this reality.

In this article, we will explore the view point holding that the Syriac language
has influenced the Arabic grammar, on the one hand, and that the
interpretation of the Quran must be through the Syriac language, on the other.
Added to this, we will address some issues relating to the Arabic language
and its writing system.

Keywords: the Arabic language, the Aramaic/Syriac language, Semitic
languages, the Quran, the hurif mugatta‘ah or "Quranic disconnected
letters”; Biblical referential framework; Christoph Luxenberg; Lu’ay Al
Sharif.
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