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Arabic Stylistic Structures in Child Language
Applied Study in L1 Acquisition in Light
of Transformational Generative Theory

B
Dr. Kholoud Salehy0thman Alsaleh
Arabic Department, King Abdulaziz University
Fatima Jazi Albaqmi
MA Student

Abstract

This paper examined the development of the language acquisition of Arabic stylistic structures
for children between the ages of three to five years old, such as imperative, negative,
interrogative and vocative, and analyzing these sentences in the light of modern
psycholinguistic theory. The study attempts to detect the stages of a child language acquisition
and the transformational patterns that occurs on these sentences according to number of
transformational elements such as; deletion, syntactic order, addition, and intonation. Findings
revealed that language techniques in the first stages of life were concentrated within the
boundaries of one-word utterances, and the dual-language language techniques began to appear
in the children of the second stage, while the functional elements of the language and the
perception of the semantic relationships between the elements of the single structure were used
in the third stage. In the fifth year stage of linguistic development, the acquisition of linguistic
styles is completed, and that linguistic production at this age represents a linguistic stage that
resembles the language of adults. The present study has provided some facts about the evolution
of structures and stylistic structures in the language of children, which proffers material that can
be further investigated in subsequent studies, especially longitudinal and developmental
psycholinguistic research.

Keywords: Child language acquisition, stylistic sentences, psycholinguistics, Transformational
generative theory.
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